FRAC Facts: Community Eligibility

Community Eligibility allows schools with high numbers of low-income children to
serve free breakfast and lunch to all students without collecting school meal
applications. This option increases participation by children in the school meal
programs, while schools reduce labor costs and increase their federal revenues,
allowing for a healthier student body and a healthier school meal budget.

How it Works
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A formuia based on the number of students certifi ed without the need for paper applications
(cal]ed “Identif ed Students ’) is the basns for relmbursements mstead of paper applications.
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rsement rate for both lunch and breakfast is determined by muitiplying the
percent of Identified Students by 1.6. The resulting number is the percent of meals
reimbursed at the “free” reimbursement rate, with the rest being reimbursed at the "paid”
rate. For example, a school with 50 percent Identified Students would be reimbursed at the
free rate for 80 percent of the breakfasts and lunches it served (50 x 1.6 = 80) and the
remaining 20 percent would be reimbursed at the paid rate.

Participating schools are guaranteed to receive the same reimbursement rate (or a higher
one if the level of direct certification increases) for 4 years.

Community eligibility has been available in Illinois, Kentucky and Michigan since the start of
the 2011-2012 school year. Washington DC, Ohio, West Virginia and New York began
offering the option in the 2012-2013 school year, with Florida, Georgia, Maryland and
Massachusetts starting in the 2013-2014 school year. Beginning in the 2014-2015 school
vear, all schools nationwide that meet the 40 percent identified student threshold will be

able to participate in this option,

Benefits

&

All students receive all meals at no charge.

Paperwork for schools and famifies is dramatically reduced. Families no longer have to
complete applications, and schools no longer have to certify individual student efigibility
which also eliminates the verification process.

School meal service is streamlined. School meatl staff no longer collect payments or do
individual student counting and claiming. They simply count total meals served and assure
that each student only receives one meal at the point of service.

Universal (free) meals make it easier for schools to implement alternative meal service such
as “grab and go” and breakfast in the classroom.
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